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After years of virtually trying to reach a level of 
recognition and appreciation for my art, I no longer feel 
inclined to desperately claw my way through this rat 
race to achieving fame and glory. I guess I no longer 
feel that I need to prove myself. I am what I am, an 
artist with grand dreams and a realistic perspective of 
my life and the world around me and an innate desire to 
talk about it.

I simply, want to express myself. My art is my life 
splashed out for the world to see. I don’t feel the need 
for public approval. I simply create what I feel in my 
soul.  I thank you for your confusion, disgust, pity and 
agreement. That is the ‘appreciation’ of art that every 
artist craves.

I am drawn into the intricate web that my society has 
spun, interweaving culture and traditions to state our 
women’s role and place. I am inspired by the Gender, 
social and sexual issues that continue to define my 
Melanesian sister’s very existence.

My journey in Art began at a very tender age. I only 
ever remember wanting to become a Fine Artist. I 
worked hard to get this far. I’m truly one of a handful of 
people, living my dreams and I am privileged to have 
this life and even more so, in sharing it with you all.

Email: gazzart@yahoo.com

‘Opim eye’ is a combination of Tok pisin and English. 
Translated it literally means ‘to open your eyes’. The concept 
behind ‘Opim eye’ is the idea that art can provide a different 

lens through which we see the world.

Exhibition details
Venue: Deloite Tower, ground floor

Date: 5th - 8th May 2009
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Phone: 726 70912
Email: opimeye@gmail.com

The Papua New Guinean artists in this exhibition 
share their dreams and visions. These are times of 
revolutionary changes and Gazellah, Mairi, Laben and 
Jeffry venture out to try something new and different. 
Whether they represent their cultures and tradition or 
provide opportunities for ideas and images that are a 
complete contrast, their images and creations provide 
a new category of growing up in the PNG context. 
Caught between being called ‘savages’ and ‘primitives’ 
and being accommodated by those of the ‘civilizing’ 
regime, our artists provide a jouissance that comes out 
of the violence of colonialism and post colonialism - a 
new kind of aestheticism. In the brave new world being 
created out of a conglomerate of cultures the new 
artists are among a pantheon of warriors that began 
their journey within an emerging nation a long time ago. 
Gazellah, Mairi, Laben and Jeffry, as artists, have been 
observant and in their own way have picked up ideas 
and created their own language of being new, different 
and even become a little more risqué in being Papua 
New Guinean!

Dr Michael A. Mel 
University of Goroka


