
ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT
Having access to a sustainable and affordable 
transport is a problem faced by many people in rural 
PNG. In some parts of the world, transport has gone 
through many phases from simple handcarts to the 
earliest car and the cars we use today. 

For a country like PNG, there is still a great need to 
fill the gap between walking and riding in a car, and 
the question for rural villagers  is still how do I get 
to the market?  Steve Layton, a Co-Director of 
ATprojects said there are methods, which should be 
explored, for example simple handcarts used as 
mobile markets.
 
Handcarts were introduced in the beginning of the 
last century. “My knowledge of handcart is based 
on my grandfather who in about 1920 went to 
London where he saw many of these carts being 
used in some of London’s famous markets. 

He made a lot of these carts and started hiring them 
out to local farmers and other people that sold their 
produce at the local markets.” Mr. Layton said this 
type of simple method for transporting market 
produce is something that he believes could become 
of real interest to people in PNG. 

Modern transport such as PMV’s and Land Cruisers 
are out of reach for most people. Our people need to 
look at alternatives and some of those include 
handcarts, animal-drawn carts and a whole range of 
other smaller less expensive motorized vehicles. 

Mr. Layton said we should think more seriously 
about these methods of transport. By providing 
more transport options, our rural people will have 
greater access to markets and services. 

A touch of the old ways as one man uses a handcart to 
transport luggage. Portsmouth, England. 

Welcome to the new ATprojects ‘Appropriate 
Technologyt News’. This newsletter brings together all 
the other newsletters produced by ATprojects in the 
past in one easy to access publication.

We welcome your feed-back on the new format and the 
content. Just send your comments and any ideas you 
have to help us improve this newsletter to: 
atproj@online or atpgka@online.net.pg

COMMUNITY HOME BASED CARE
ATprojects will work in partnership with Family 
Health International (FHI) to develop a Community 
Home Based Care (CHBC) project within the Goroka 
area. FHI providing technical support and on-going 
staff training and development. 

ATprojects will oversee the CHBC project. And will 
build a high quality and appropriate CHBC service 
delivery to people living with HIV/AIDS, and their 
families in their home and community settings in 
collaboration with other stakeholders in this sector.

The project will be staffed by two full-time project 
officers, who will work alongside 20 part-time 
volunteers. The volunteers will receive a small 
fortnightly allowance and will have access to a range of 
basic medical supplies and an on-going skills 
development program. 

ATprojects will also ensure that a number of health 
workers and facilities are working in partnership with 
CHBC team members creating a friendly environment 
where the PLWHA and their families are not seen as a 
burden on their communities.

The project will also build on ATprojects current work 
in the HIV/AIDS sector by providing another link to 
the end-users of the wide range of products we 
produce. And as well as the two full-time staff members 
attached to this project, ATprojects has also allocated 
time for our architectural and engineering staff to 
become involved in the project. 

These technical staff will be working alongside the 
project staff to evaluate areas of need that are identified 
by the CHBC team members and their clients, with the 
view of possible product development.

We welcome input from others in the sector as by 
sharing our experiences we believe that we can ensure 
that caring for PLWHA is not only possible, but the 
burden of care is reduced.

For more information on this project contact Lisa 
Samuel at: atpgka@online.net.pg
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OXFAM & WATERAID CONTINUE THEIR 
SUPPORT IN 2009

Promoting improved Health & Hygiene is very 
important and Oxfam (NZ) and WaterAid (Aust) are 
continuing their long-standing partnership with 
ATprojects to work within rural schools and 
communities to build up local capacity to help address 
a number of basic sanitation needs.

One of the activities  in this year project will support 
rural communities to construct 225 ‘Round Loo’ toilet 
slabs, a increase of 75 over last year total of 150 slabs.

One of the 150 ‘Round Loo’ slabs built in 2008

PROPER SURVEY NEEDED
A well carried out water survey should be the first step 
to constructing any water supply and this is needed to 
be done properly. ATprojects Kokoda Project Manager 
Shirlee Dindillo said this concerning the new water 
survey being carried out by ATprojects. She said this 
would need information to be gathered and the right 
people identified to sustain these systems for the 
longest possible time. ATprojects is currently carrying 
out a water survey in conjunction with the Democratic 
Government Transition Program under the Kokoda 
Development Program. 

During the initial Kokoda Development Program audit 
last May, it became evident that nearly all villages along 
the track had some form of water supply. However, 
these water supplies had all sorts of problems ranging 
from taps that gush water 24 hours to uneven water 
pressure resulting in the supplies not working at all. 
Due to the visit timeframe there was not enough time to 
properly assess each village last year, and these needed 
to be another visit to do this thoroughly. The feasibility 
study per village is expected to be completed this year. 
Ms Dindillo also said that from the survey, they hoped 
to come with a good design for new or existing water 
supplies and standardise all the materials and 
techniques so that maintenance would be made easy 
given the difficulty of getting specialised labour and 
materials to the sites. 

FILMS FOR REAL DEVELOPMENT
One of the problems facing rural communities is the 
lack of practical information that provides them with 
options in terms of participating in the development 
process. Given this problem, ATprojects in partnership 
with the Nation Film Institute in Goroka have decided 
to embark on a project to produce a series of twelve 
films that will in both an entertaining and educational 
way provide information on a range of development 
options for Papua New Guinea.

The first two films which are now completed and 
available to the general public focuses on draft animal 
power and coconut oil processing. The films look at 
Papua New Guinean's who are quietly working in the 
rural areas of the country to demonstrate what can be 
done with basic skills and a lot of initiative.

While the two topics may seem quite different, the film 
makers have very cleverly linked the two films in a 
such a way as to maintain continuity and the 
audiences’s attention. The next two films (funded by 
Oxfam (NZ) and WaterAid (Aust)) in the series will 
focus on water and sanitation and the production will 
start in the coming weeks. 

While this project is an ambitious one given that it 
hopes to produce twelve films, ATprojects believes that 
only by using the power of the media can rural people 
really have a range of development options to choose 
from.

APPRECIATING LIGHTING-UP KOMPRI AND 
BARORA HEALTH POSTS

This letter serves to inform your office of the above 
subject in which your staff (Peter Yakos) installed 
lamps to two of our facilities.
1. Kompri Health Sub Centre
2. Barora Haus Mama

I as officer in charge of this church run Health 
facilities, and on behalf of these communities, 
especially mothers and children I would like to 
express my deep appreciation and gratitude to your 
organization, for your wonderful assistance in 
providing one of the vital services in our labour 
rooms at the above sites.

In this time when PNG Power is a matter of concern 
with its frequent power interruptions, lighting was 
once a problem for these centre’s. Thank you 
ATprojects for lighting up Kompri Health Centre’s 
labour room and Barora Haus Mama on the 17th and 
18th February 2009.

Your service is highly appreciated and may the Good 
Lord bless your organization in serving his people.
Yours sincerely,

Daniel Diru OIC-Kompri Health Centre



ANOTHER LOW COST CARE & SUPPORT CENTRE CONSTRUCTED
People have recently in Kururuba Village in the Daulo District have had reason to celebrate, after a lot of hard 
work and community support they now have a new Care and Support Centre. The Centre will be used for a 
range of activities, including helping the community to cope with HIV/AIDS. This building has been built 
maximising the use of locally available materials and skills.

SETTING THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION

Recently top Education Officials 
launched the ‘one computer per 
child’ project in one or two urban 
school. While we see all school-
based development as a good thing 
surely we need to set our priorities 
in terms of the type and levels of 
technology we introduce to our 
schools. 

Also the Officials told the students 
of these schools that with these 
computers they will be the leaders 
of tomorrow, what kind of message 
has this sent to our poor rural 
students?

What is SODIS?
A treatment method to eliminate the pathogens which 
cause water-borne diseases and ideal to disinfect 
small quantities of drinking water. The water 
treatment process depending on  only solar energy 
and is a water treatment option for use mainly in rural 
and settlement households.

The drinking water situation is precarious in 
numerous developing countries as more than one 
third of the rural population has no access to 
sufficient and clean water. Diarrhoeal diseases may be 
transmitted through contaminated drinking water 
and cause the death of over 3m people annually 
worldwide. Solar water disinfection (SODIS) can 
contribute to improve this precarious situation.

SODIS does not change the water chemical quality, 
change the odour nor the taste of the water or increase 
the water quantity or reduce water shortages

How does SODIS work?
The treatment process is a simple technology using 
solar radiation to inactivate and destroy pathogenic 
microorganisms present in the water. The treatment 
basically consists of filling transparent containers 
with water and exposing them to full sunlight for 
about five hours.

For more on this project keep reading this newsletter 
for up-dates and possible SODIS awareness training 
in your area.

ATPROJECTS APPLIES FOR THE FIRST SODIS PROJECT IN PNG


