
GSES will also work with ATprojects to develop a 
separate course aimed at sales people and that the 
current course remains a high level design course. 

This participants emphasise that there is a need for 
courses at different levels within PNG. GSES will 
liaise with ATprojects on the development of a 
course aimed at sales people and also an installer’s 
course.

RAIN CATCHMENTS MAKE LIFE EASIER FOR 
PLHIV AND CARERS

Apart from producing the personal hygiene kits for 
People living with HIV (PLHIV) and their carers, 
ATprojects’ rain water catchment system is another 
product which has come to the aid of reducing the 
burden of care for PLHIV.

From ATprojects established Community Home-
Based care (CHBC) sites, this catchment system has 
been installed for the PLHIV and their carers in each 
of the 5 sites it works in. ATprojects works closely 
with its 5 CHBC sites in Eastern Highlands province 
and they are Kerefa in Goroka, Kokky, Kururumba 
Emmanuel and Kororomeka in the Daulo District.

The catchment system is helping with the burden of 
carrying heavy loads of water to and from the house 
of the patient and his carer thus giving more time to 
the carer to do other work than worrying about 
bringing water to the house. “Dispela kenves bilong 
kisim wara I elpim mipla gut tru long wanem bipo 
mipla save go I kam long pulmapim wara bilong 
sikman na mipla yet”.

ATPROJECTS TAKES ON THE HIV WORKPLACE 
POLICY

ATprojects has for the first time this year introduced the 
HIV workplace policy for its staff.

ATprojects recognizes the seriousness of the HIV 
epidemic and its significant impacts on the workforce 
so its has taken a steps in introducing this policy.

The policy applies to all ATprojects employees, also 
their immediate families and dependants.

The purpose of the policy is to ensure access to a 
consistent and equitable HIV program of prevention, 
care and support activities for all staff.

A HIV Champions Committee has already been formed 
and has an equal number of female and male staff 
members who will take the lead in managing the 
activities within the policy.

In this policy, there will be training sessions this year on 
Gender awareness, TB DOTS training and HIV/AIDS.

ATprojects HIV Champions Committee has already 
carried out a general awareness program on HIV/
AIDS, and also introduced the policy and its activities 
early this year to the staff.

A workshop on Family Planning, STIs and condom use 
was held last week at the ATcentre for all the staff. The 
workshop was run by Family Health Association.

 SOLAR INSTALLATION COURSE

A total of fifteen people attended the second Design 
and Installation of Solar Power Systems training course 
conducted at ATprojects at the start of this year.

The training course was conducted as part of technical 
assistance under the sustainable energy financing 
program (SEFP). 

The participants were from a number of companies and 
they were ESCO, Brian Bell, TE (PNG) Ltd), UMW and 
PNG Power Ltd. 

Of all the male participants, three were female 
professionals.

The course was a ten day program consisting of 
lectures, exercise sessions, practical sessions and one-
on-one sessions with each of the attendees.

APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY NEWS

One of the three female participants of the 2010 Solar Course 
receiving her certificate from ATprojects

Co-Director, Mrs Miriam Layton



 (This water storage system has been really a help to us. 
We used to fetch water from a long distance and walk 
back and forth but now it’s easier for us). A carer at 
Kerefa village said this in appreciation of the water 
storage system.

AT STAFF RECEIVES CERTIFICATE FOR FIRST 
AID TRAINING

ATPROJECTS CONTINUES TO LIGHT UP RURAL 
HEALTH FACILITIES

Most health facilities in rural areas do not have access 
to electricity. This is particularly needed in the minor 
theatre wards and the maternity ward.

ATprojects - Light Up the World Project officer Peter 
Yakos, said this following a number of solar light 
installations done at rural health facilities this year who 
were without lighting systems.

Installations for this year so far have gone out to areas 
in the Anglimp South Waghi electorate, the Rai coast 
District in Madang and Pubrabu in Mt Hagen. Every 
year ATprojects strives to target more than a hundred 
rural health facilities in the country with its solar light 
installations.

 In the South Waghi electorate, ATprojects has worked 
with three health centres there installing lights and 
training local men to install the rest of the solar systems 
in their areas. The work was carried out particularly in 
Tombil, Minj and Polga health centres where a total of 
five systems were installed. 

Two solar systems were also installed in Pubrabu in Mt 
Hagen in May this year. The health officer there said he 
was grateful to have the solar powered LED lights 
installed at the health centre. Besides these installations 
Peter has recently installed 7 units in Tari for the Oxfam 
International office and trained the locals there to do 
maintenance on the systems. He also trained a young 
Oxfam graduate cadet in the process.  

Bringing lights to aid posts and rural health care centres 
in parts of the country that have no access to electricity 
is one way ATprojects is contributing to the 
development process in rural communities.

In a working environment like a workshop where 
accidents may occur, it is very important to have 
someone with First Aid knowledge.
 
ATprojects is proud to have one of its staff members 
complete a First Aid course that was run by the Red 
Cross in Goroka recently.

Joanne Denna who is a project officer with ATprojects 
was awarded a certificate from the Red Cross after 
successfully completing a 3-days course in April this 
year.

The course covered topics on Principle & Practice of 
First Aid, Bandages, Sling & Carriages, Basic Life 
Support, Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation, Wounds & 
Bleeding, General Discussion on HIV, Fractures & Soft 
Tissue Injuries, Burns and Poisons & Snake Bite.

Ms Denna said that she was happy with the course 
and with the certificate that was awarded to her. 

She said the course will help her to perform basic first 
aid on any ATprojects staff that injures himself/
herself at work. Participants at the course included 
staff of Care International, Bridgestone Company and 
ATprojects Inc.

Installing solar lights at Pubrabu health centre.

Left: The Radio Frequency 
Welding machine that 
ATprojects uses to 
produce the rain 
catchments.

Left: ATprojects staff Joanne receiving her certificate.



BUPNG STAFF UNDERGOES FERRO-CEMENT 
TANK TRAINING

In many rural schools, repairing school facilities comes 
with a cost and finding the best solutions are not 
always easy. 

Last month ATprojects had one of Baptist Union in Mt 
Hagen staff attend a  ferro cement tanks training 
course. 

This was to help the schools under BUPNG 
management replace their old water tanks. 

The ATprojects ferro-cement tanks are durable, 
maintenance free and are a cheap tank option for rural 
communities.

Joseph Corey a Monitoring & Evaluation officer with 
BUPNG said that it was hard maintaining school 
properties especially tanks and the ferro-cement tank 
would help as some times tanks are damaged by 
people from communities near to the schools.

Mr Corey was at the ATprojects centre for 2 weeks and 
was please with the training and said he was confident 
to go back and train schools to make the ferro-cement 
tank.

THE FERRO CEMENT TANK TRAINING:

Based on our experience in 
the construction of these 
tanks with rural 
communities, we have 
designed a two week 
training program.

For more details about the 
ferro cement tank or the 
training, contact us at 
atproj@online.net.pg  

SCHOOL IN MADANG GETS TOILETS

In May this year, ATprojects staff visited Murukanam 
Primary school in Madang to assist with the most 
needed pit toilets. 

The school is located along the North Coast Road in 
Bogia District in Madang Province. Access to this 
school is provided by a good sealed about two hours 
drive from Madang area.

This was part of ATprojects partnership with the 
Digicel Foundation to build the ‘Round Loos’ in the 
selected schools where the Foundation builds double 
classrooms. 

The school only had  two pit toilets for the 250 students 
and 13 teachers. 

From an interview with students and the local 
community, only about a third of local community had 
proper pit toilets. And the other two thirds used the sea 
or the surrounding  bush as toilets. 

The school had  mostly semi-permanent classrooms, 
with an exception of one permanent building that is in 
need of repair and now of course the new building 
funded by the Digicel Foundation. 

During the training a lot of emphasis was placed on 
hand washing and clean toilet systems. The training 
was a success and an eye opener for all the school 
community. 

All the participants learnt the importance of good 
toilets as the first step in the development of their 
physical infrastructure, general learning and 
improving their lifestyles. 

Other schools and communities within the vicinity of 
this school have shown real interests in the ATprojects 
“Round Loos” and have been challenged to build these 
toilets and stop using the sea and the bush surrounding 
their schools. 

Mr Mark Arek, Chairman of the school said and we 
quote. “This is the best and easiest toilet system to 
construct and maintain and would like to thank 
ATprojects and Digicel Foundation.”

Addressing gender equity: Women and children also take part 
in the making of the toilets. Right: The newly built classroom by 

Digicel Foundation.

Mr Coery with ATprojects staff working on the ferro-
cement tank.


