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The Miss South Pacific Pageant (MSPP) was developed by 

the Government of Western Samoa to promote the many 

cultures of the Pacific Islands Region. In the spirit of sharing 

and exchange, the Pageant offers young women from around 

the region an opportunity to act as cultural ambassadors for 

their country, in a quest that brings the region closer 

together. The Pageant aims to garner exposure for host 

nations, and bring publicity to the region and its many 

tourist attractions.  

 

Today, MSPP PNG, a non-profit organisation, launches our 

own pageant in order to crown a cultural ambassador. The 

winner of this pageant will go on to represent PNG in the 

MSPP when it is held in Samoa later this year. A percentage 

of profits raised from the Pageant go towards supporting the 

community where there is a need.  

 

Every year the MSPP selects a theme for the event. This year, 

MSPP PNG has selected as our inaugural theme ‘forestry 

conservation’ to mark 2011 as the international year of 
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forests. This theme will influence various aspects of the 

Pageant from set design on crowning night to the types of 

research topics we set for the contestants. 

 

The MSPP Board in Samoa granted MSPP PNG the franchise 

this year to run the competition. This is essentially a vote of 

confidence in the organizing committee. Achieving this 

milestone paves the way for young PNG women to play a 

leading role in the region, particularly in terms of publicising 

the many tourism destinations our country has to offer, and 

the many trade opportunities that exist here.   

 

Most importantly, this is an opportunity for us to share our 

culture with other countries in the region. Papua New 

Guinean culture is difficult to define, diverse cultures have 

come together as one in our country. One thing that is 

universal in our country is pasin.  

 

Gutpla pasin, em tripla samting! 

 

The most telling sign that the MSPP is not merely a beauty 

pageant, was the speech given by the Deputy Prime Minister 

of Samoa, Misa Telefoni, Chairman of the MSPP Board, on 
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Wednesday 24th of November 2010, during a dinner at the 

State Function Room at Parliament House, hosted by 

Governor Parkop. He spoke of mana, and Fa’a, words that I 

didn’t quite understand, but through context, came to mean 

pasin.  

 

Trying to explain this term to a Westerner is near 

impossible, there is no one word in English that 

encapsulates the essence of this term. How do you explain 

an all-encompassing traditional system of behaviour and 

responsibilities that spell out each person's relationship to 

one another, and to persons holding positions of authority, 

to someone from a culture that would view anything like this 

as authoritarian? Good etiquette simply is not a good enough 

description. 

 

Women in PNG are valued for this quality. It seemed to be 

the very quality that women in the region were also valued 

for. Cultural awareness, pasin, and an ability to share 

eloquently and elegantly these qualities with any and all, are 

important attributes of any Miss South Pacific as the regions 

cultural ambassador. This is what MSPP PNG is looking for in 

the inaugural Miss South Pacific Pageant PNG. 
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As times change, and our youth are exposed to the many 

influences of the modern world via the internet and TV, we 

face the prospect of losing traditional values, and losing 

respect for our fellow citizens, for our elders, for authority. 

What MSPP encourages is an understanding and respect for 

the ways of generations past, and an appreciation that 

modern pacific women can have it all. You can be educated, 

you can travel, you can be exposed to western societies, be 

attached to your mobile phone, but you must also be 

observant of the very cultural norms that are at the core of 

being Papua New Guinean. 

 

The winner of the Red Cross Miss PNG quest is welcome to 

enter our Pageant, should she meet the criteria. It is 

important at this stage to clarify that whilst the Red Cross 

Miss PNG Quest is a search for a humanitarian, our Pageant 

is a search for a cultural ambassador. 

 

Entrants from outside Port Moresby are also encouraged to 

enter.  
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For many years now, Papua New Guinea has been accepted 

as the big brother of the pacific with an economy that dwarfs 

that of our Pacific Island neighbours. However, as we have 

pursued economic growth in Australasia, our cultural ties 

with our neighbours have been a lesser priority. It is 

important that we as Papua New Guineans embrace our role 

as a leader in our region, and it is the soul of this country 

that will benefit from this exercise.  

 

We would like our contestants to be role models to other 

young PNG women. We want them to be educated, eloquent, 

and knowledgeable about the issues that affect not only PNG 

but also the Pacific Region. Having to pursue an education in 

a western style setting is something young PNG women need 

to do to become empowered women, but it isn’t the only 

thing that defines who they are. Pasin essentially comes 

from within. Culture is taught in our homes and 

communities through practice, and together they form the 

foundations of our Papua New Guinean identity. MSPP 

promotes this idea, and brings Pacifica closer together. 

 

We hope that our contestants will learn what it means not 

only to be from a village, in a district, in a province, in a 



 

PO BOX 1673 
PORT MORESBY, PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

PHONE : (675) 76724622     EMAIL : misssouthpacific.png@hotmail.com 

region, but also most importantly what it means to be a 

Papua New Guinean.  

 

Thank you, and I now hand the floor back to the MC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Johnston 
DEPUTY CHAIR 
Miss South Pacific Pageant PNG 
 


